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“What schools are you applying to for
next year?” Ravi asked. “I'm thinking JCC.
Maybe MSU.”

“Yale,” | said.







He gave me a suspicious look.
“For real?”

| shrugged. “I'm ambitious.”




It was winter recess a year ago. That's
when [ first knew.




My sister’s friend came home. His

sweatshirt said “YALE.”







He told me about the school. Brick
towers rise above fall leaves.
Students come from around the
world. The teachers are like rock
stars. Even the food is delicious.

His words lit a fire in me.



| went to see my advisor. “Your grades
are good,” she said. “l see you're in a
number of clubs.”

| nodded.




She gave me a cautious look. “Let me be
straight with you. It will take more to get

into Yale.”
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You may have seen a news report. A man

gets lost in the woods. He is alone for
weeks.




Yet somehow, he stays alive. It seems

remarkable. How is it possible?







Hunting game can help. Fish
are even better. But these may
not be available. Catching them
is not always feasible.






A forest is full of plants. But
it hides a secret. Some plants
are edible. Knowing which
ones is a valuable skill. It can
be a matter of life or death.



Pine trees have edible parts. The
outer bark is not digestible. But
a white layer is under it. This is
bendable like rubber. Humans
can eat it.

PINE TREE LAYERS

edible layer
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